A report on dementia in South Carolina, 1988-1990.
With the over age 65 population growing at a faster rate than the under 65 population, and with the strong effect of age on the incidence and prevalence of dementia, South Carolina faces a major health problem among its elderly residents by the year 2010. This report summarizes data on the 4,283 persons identified by the Statewide Alzheimer's Disease and Related Disorders Registry during the period 1988 to 1990. Sixty-one percent of these cases had a diagnosis of Alzheimer's disease or senile dementia and 62 percent of these were currently institutionalized. The demographic distribution of the AD cases did not change over the three-year period. Compared to community cases, those in institutions were generally older, and more likely to be women, unmarried, and white. The average time from onset of symptoms to diagnosis of AD was about five years.